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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

y
= AUSTIN
tD. GERALD C. MANN
< ATTORNEY GENERAL
Honoradle 4, D, Looney
County Auditor
Bowle County
Boston, Texas
Dear Bir: Opinion No. 0~3088
Re!? Purchasc of groge

"Bowie Coun
question bas a

the right tb buy Oroceries qnd supplle- with-
out & requisitioch and if\net) 1s 4t the

Provide for the support of paupers
diots snd lunatics as cannot be ad~
mitted into the lunatic asylum, resideants of
their ecounty, who are unable t¢ support theme
Belvesa, By the term resident ae used herein,
{s meent a person who has been & bona ride in-
havitant of the county not lecs than six months
and of the BStcte not less than one year,"
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Article 718, Vernon's Annotated Texas Civil Ctat-
utes, reads in part as follows:

"After having deen auvthorized as pro-
vided in Chapter One of this Title, the Con-~
missioners' Court of a county may lawfully
iseue bonds of sald county for the rollow-
ing purposes:

L]
. & @

*3. To establish ecounty poor houses and
farms in the county; . « ."

Article 1659, Vernon's Annotated Texas Civil Stat-
utes, reads as followss

"Supplies of every kind, road and bridge
material, or any other material, for the use
of said county, or eny of its offficers, depart-
ments, or institutions must be purchased on
oonmpetitive bide, the contract to be awarded
to the party who, in the Juigment of the com~

. missioners court, hes submitted the lewest
and bvest dbld, The ccunty audltor shall ad-
vertise for a perlod of two weeks in atfleast
one dally newspeper, published end sirecu~
lated in the county, for such supplies and
materia) according to specifications, gilving
in detail what i& ncedod, Such advertice~
ments shall atete whzre the specifications
are t¢ be found, and skall give the time and
Plece for receiving such bids, 4ll cuch
competitive bids shall be kept on file by
the county auditor aem & part of the records
of his office, and shall be subject to in-
spection by any one desiring to sce them.
Copies of all blds received shzll be fur-
nished by the county auditor to the county
Judge and to the commisaioners courtj and
vhen the bids received are not satisfaotory
to the said Judge or county commissioners,
the auditor skall reject =aid b%ids and re-
advertise for new bdilds, In cases of emergeney,
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purchases not in exceas of one hundred and
fifty dollars may be made upon requisition
to be approved by the commissioners court,
without advertising for competitive bids,”

Article 1660, Vernon's Annotated Texas Civil Stat=-
utes, reads as followst

"All claims, bills and acoounte asgainst

the county must be filed in ample time for
- the audltor to examine and approve same before

the meetings of the commissioners court. No
elaim, bill or account shall be allowed or
paid until 1t has been examined and eapproved
by the county auditor. The auditor shall
examine the same and stamp his approval
thereon., If he deems it necessary, all such
acoounts, bill, or claims must be verified
by arfidavit touching the correctness of
the same, The auditor is heredby authorized
to administer oathe for the purposes of this
law,"

Article 1661, Vernon's Annotated Texas Civil Stat-
utes, reads as follows:

"He shall not audit or approve any suoh
claim unless it has been contracted as pro-
vided by law, nor any acoount for the purohase
of supplies or materials for the use of said
county or aeny of its officers, unless, in
addition to other requirements of law, there
i{s attached thereto e requisition signed by
the officer ordering same and approved by the
county Jjudge. Sald requisition must be made
out and signed and epproved in triplicate by
the sald officers, the triplioate to remain
with the officer desiring the purchase, the
duplicete to bes filed with the county audi-
tor, and the original to be delivered to the
party from whom sald purchase is to be mmde
before any purchase shall be made, All ware
rants on the occunty treasurer, exoept war-
rants for Jjury service, must be counter-
gigned by the county auditor.”
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The Commissioners'! Court bhas generalmanagement,
supervision and control over the oounty poor farm and
would clearly have authority to smploy a supsrintendent or
overseery to look after the affairs of the poor farm under
their direotion. The purchase of groceries and supplies
must be made in strict compliance with Articles 1659 and
1661, supra. We oall your partioular attention to that
portion of Article 1661, supra, whiech reads as follows:

®. . » nor any acoount for the purchase
of surplies or materials for the use of said
county or eny of its officers, unless, in addi-
tion to other requirenents of law, there 1s
attached thereto & requisition signed dy the
officer ordering seme and approved by the
county Judge. Sald requisition must be meade
out and glgned and approved in triplicate by
the sald officers, the triplicate to remain
with the officer desiring the purchase, the
duplicate to be flled with the county auditor,
and the original to be delivered to the party
from whom saild purchase 1s to be made before
any purchase shall be made. . . « ."

Trusting that this satlsfsctorily answers your
inquiry, we are

Very truly yours

ADEK,; v T TEB Mmmar GENFRAL OF TEXAS
FIRET ASSISTANT By ;;== 592 222;%4‘444*7;L
ATTORNAEY GINERAL Wm. J. Fenning
Assistant
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